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“Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings who are able of themselves to 

impart purpose and direction to their lives. The need for imagination, a sense of truth, and a 

feeling of responsibility—these three forces are the very nerve of education.”  Rudolf Steiner 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
1. Introduction 
 

“Receive the child in reverence, educate him in love, let him go in freedom.” 
Rudolf Steiner 

 
The Holywood Steiner School is one of over 3000 Steiner Schools and early years settings 
worldwide and one of forty two schools and early years settings in the UK. The Holywood 
School is the oldest Steiner Waldorf School in Ireland and has been providing education up to 
GCSE level for thirty years. 
 
Our vision is to foster the development of the child through care and respect for his or her 
being. We strive to nurture reverence, imagination, creativity, independent thinking, academic 
excellence and enthusiasm for life and learning. As a school community, we are committed to 
realising these qualities in our consciousness and daily actions. 
 
In a Steiner Waldorf school, the human being is seen in a holistic way. The curriculum and 
teaching methodology are oriented towards nurturing the physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the pupils, as well as fostering their intellectual needs. The human capacities to think, 
feel and do are cultured in a way which allows a harmonious development to evolve within the 
child and guards against one sidedness. The teachers work to encourage a feeling of moral 
responsibility and empathy in children, an ability to work together and a sense of wonder and 
respect for the world. 
 
We are a non-denominational school and are religiously, socially and educationally integrated. 
We work with the Steiner Waldorf curriculum, which is conceived in order to support the 
development of the child’s emerging self-hood. We aim to work closely with parents, guardians 
and families to build a mutually supportive learning community. 
 
If you need further information on any aspect of school please ask your child’s teacher, the 
School Office or the Board of Trustees.
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About our school 
 
The school opened in September 1975 in the Glencraig Camphill Community. At that time there 
were seven Glencraig staff children and three children from outside Glencraig. The four full-
time members of staff were Saralies van den Briel, Margaret Rutherford, John McClean and 
David Boyd. 
 
In the first eight months the school changed premises four times. By the end of the first year it 
had grown to an enrolment of twenty children and, in August 1976, it moved to its present site 
at "Highlands" on the Croft Road, Holywood. 
 
The official opening of the school was celebrated at the end of the academic year in June 1977, 
with many guests. 
 
Initially, "Highlands" was too big for the school and two families actually lived in the extra 
rooms. However, this soon changed and by 1978 plans were being made for a separate 
Kindergarten. This building, completed in 1979, is now the Galloway Hall. 
 
The Kindergarten marked the beginning of the development of the school site. Soon the Upper 
School started and new classrooms were needed. As money was scarce a second-hand 
temporary building was obtained from Glencraig. This is now the Music Room but at that time 
served as the Class 9 classroom. 
 
In December 1987, plans were made for twelve new permanent classrooms, a new 
Kindergarten and a hall. The construction was to be undertaken in phases as money became 
available, and a building appeal was launched. The first two phases involving the construction 
of four classrooms was completed in 1993. In 1997 our new Kindergarten building was 
completed. The most recent addition was the new classroom and laboratory block, funded by a 
generous grant from the National Lottery. 
 
A new games surface was made with a kind grant from Children in Need. This was 
opened in September 2002 by Lady Hermon. 
 
As the school buildings grew so did the academic life of the school with the establishment of 
Class 11. In common with other Steiner Waldorf schools, a compromise was reached 
concerning public examinations and it was decided that they would be taken in Class 10 and 11 
to allow children as much of the Waldorf curriculum as possible while ensuring that they could 
continue their education elsewhere. GCSES are now mainly taken in Class 11 (although some 
subjects are modular and are examined throughout Class 10 and 11) to allow pupils to fully 
mature and also to allow us to give more emphasis to the Waldorf curriculum. 
 
Admissions 
 
Children can be admitted to Preschool when they are two years and ten months old. 
Children of statutory school age (four before 1st July) are admitted to Kindergarten, which 
corresponds to Years 1 & 2 in mainstream schooling.. 
 
 
Due to their non-competitive nature, Steiner schools are sometimes considered a good option 
for children under stress. Although children who are not doing well in other schools may 
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blossom in our school setting, severe learning and behavioural problems are beyond our scope 
in terms of resources.  
(For more information regarding this please contact the school for a more in depth exploration 
of individual circumstances.) 
 
The School Year 
 
Festivals and celebrations 
 
The seasonal changes of the year are marked and celebrated by school festivals. Although 
there is some variation from year to year we usually observe Michaelmas, St Martin’s, 
Diwali, Advent, Chinese New Year, Hanukkah, Candlemas, Shrove Tuesday, Easter, May Day, 
and St John's. These are an important and enjoyable part of the school's yearly structure and 
are an essential part of the curriculum, community and ethos. We all benefit from both the 
social and cultural richness of celebrating festivals together and the connection this 
experience brings to the rhythms of the year and the earth. 
 
We, in common with other Steiner Schools, are open to celebrating the festivals and traditions 
of all cultures. If your family celebrates a particular festival, we are open to learning about this 
with a view to including this in our Festivals Calendar. The children learn about a rich array of 
cultures and beliefs within the curriculum and every effort is made to celebrate the traditions 
of any child within the class community. Some of the festivals are open to the public while 
others are celebrated with only within the school or perhaps the youngest children and their 
families. 
 
Parents are encouraged to take part in them as wholeheartedly as possible since they are 
integral to the child’s experience of a Steiner Waldorf education. 
 
Please enquire about how you may go about participating in them and keep an eye out for 
announcements through the website. 
 
If you are interested in the meaning and background to the school’s festival calendar, please 
contact the office (info@holywood-steiner.co.uk).  
 
Term dates will be sent each year to all families and are available to download from the 
school website. 
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Educational Structure 
 
Pupils pass through four stages of education: 
 

→ Preschool: Two years and ten months until statutory school age; 
 

→ Kindergarten: (ages 4 – 6); 
 

→ Lower School: Classes 1 – 7 (ages 6 – 13); 
 

→ Upper School Transition Year Class 8 (13-14); 
 

→ Upper School: Classes 9 – 11(ages 14 – 17). 
 
 
 
Pupils may then transfer to another school or college or seek employment depending on their 
and their family's choice. Most transfer to mainstream with great success and adjustment 
issues are ameliorated by their strong sense of identity and ability to take on challenges 
independently, a quality often noted by teachers and Principals of institutions our children 
transfer to. 
 
The curriculum, initiated by Rudolf Steiner, is in continuous development whilst maintaining 
constancy through its coherent and lasting picture of human development. The indications 
given by Steiner are worked with in all Steiner Waldorf schools and are modified where 
necessary to cater for local needs. As the curriculum arises out of the developmental picture 
of the child new skills and content are only introduced at the age when the child is most able 
to benefit from them. 
 
For example, the curriculum recognises that a child’s intellectual abilities are not fully 
developed until after puberty. Prior to this, teaching aims to stimulate the individual’s 
imagination and life of feeling. This allows the child to develop emotional intelligence. 
 
However, the benefits of our artistic approach are not only visible in this way. Current 
research suggests that an artistic, holistic education creates a greater capacity to think and 
act out of a higher intelligence in adulthood. 
 
One of the greatest twentieth century minds, Albert Einstein, is said to have expressed 
himself thus: 
  
"If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales. If you want them to be more 

intelligent, read them more fairy tales." 

 
More certainly attributable to Einstein, is the following: 
 
 
“When I examine myself and my methods of thought, I come to the conclusion that the gift 

of fantasy has meant more to me than any talent for abstract, positive thinking." 
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Curriculum 
 
Kindergarten (ages 4 – 6) 
 
This is the equivalent to Primary 1 and 2 in mainstream schools. The aim is to surround the 
child in an environment where educational activities take place but in an informal setting 
which is without intellectual emphasis. 
 
Since children learn by imitation at this stage, teaching is done through example. Activities 
include songs and games, practical skills such as cooking and baking, and artistic pursuits 
such as painting and modelling in beeswax. There are opportunities for structured play, free 
play, as well as real life work, including gardening, cleaning and taking care of the 
environment and equipment. 
 
Children are treated to a very rich narrative curriculum which includes traditional stories and 
rhymes which foster pre literacy and numeracy skills as well as the incipient imaginative 
faculties. The social being of the group is of great importance and our early years teachers are 
highly skilled in creating a harmonious and nurturing environment for the wide range of 
children who come into their care. 
 
As in the whole school, Early Years follow the changing seasons closely, preparing for and 
celebrating the yearly rhythm of the festivals. Attention is given to every detail and only 
natural materials are used wherever possible in order to allow the child to experience the 
healthy sense impressions now known to support vigorous physical and emotional 
development. To stimulate imagination and creativity gently, the children work with unformed 
materials so that they are not merely consumers or users of objects, but creators as well. In 
addition, the use of ‘unfinished’ play materials (a log rather than a truck), allows the child to 
experience infinite possibilities, a capacity which allows the person to develop their own ability 
to think, feel and act into adulthood. 
 

 

Lower School (Classes 1 to 7) 
 
Formal education begins in the Lower School. From Class 1 onward the content of the 
curriculum bears a strong relationship to the developmental stage of the child, as the path is 
forged from childhood to adolescence. 
 
The narrative curriculum, specific to each year, lends imaginative context and meaning 
 
to all the learning experiences the child will encounter. 
 
The children progress from fairy tales, legends and fables to the narrative of the Old 
Testament and early civilisations, moving on to Norse mythology, the myth, history and 
culture of Ancient India, Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt, the Greco-Latin era, the Dark Ages, the 
Middle Ages, the Age of Europeans and their Explorations, and the Renaissance. Pupils not 
only engage with this content imaginatively, but learn about Science, Art, Language, 
Mathematics and Craft within the context of this great picture of human development. 
 
The core Steiner Waldorf curriculum content is introduced through a main or morning lesson, 
given by the class teacher during the first two hours of the day. The same subject is explored 
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and studied comprehensively each day, ideally for four weeks, before the class moves on to 
another subject. These main lessons enable the teacher to introduce a subject in great depth 
and variety, giving the pupils the chance to engage as deeply as they are able with the given 
topic. 
 
Main lessons are cross-curricular, multi-modal and multi-sensory. As a result, pupils are more 
involved with the subject than is possible in short lessons given intermittently over a much 
longer period and can breathe into and out of their learning experience in a way which is 
conducive to retention of content, development of capacity and health. 
 
Preferably, the class teacher remains with the class throughout the seven years of the 
Lower School. However, this is an ideal. Whilst this can enhance the wholeness of the 
curriculum it is not vital to its efficacy, as the curriculum itself is a meaningful unity. 
 
The class teacher teaches the majority of the lessons, especially in the early stages. 
Languages, Music, Art, Craft, Woodwork and Eurythmy lessons are usually taken by 
specialist teachers. Other specialist teachers (typically Science and Mathematics or 
English) may be called in as the children approach Class 7. 
 

 

Upper School Transition Year (Class 8) 
 
A Class Guardian takes over the Pastoral Care of the class as they study the Reformation and 
the Age of Revolutions ( e.g. Agricultural, Industrial, French, American) before ending with a 
preview of the developments in science and history that will lead to the study of modern 
culture and developments in the Upper School. This narrative roots the child in the world they 
know as they gain an experience of how it came to be. The curriculum helps contextualise their 
experience as social beings and enabling them to find a meaningful relationship with 
themselves and the wider community. 
 
Alongside this narrative content the pupils explore a variety of other subjects including the 
three Sciences, English, Meteorology, Platonic Geometry, Maths including Algebra and 
Geography  
 
Upper School (Classes 9 to 11) 
 
For the duration of the pupil’s Upper School education, a Class Sponsor takes over their 
Pastoral Care, while specialist teachers deliver the various subjects. There is a greater level of 
conceptualisation in all subjects, although a wide range of studies are pursued up to the point 
when the pupil leaves. The Waldorf curriculum, alongside the GCSE curricula, seeks to address 
the need for adolescents to receive a balanced education which allows them to experience the 
world through their hearts and hands, as well as their heads. 
 
Pupils begin preparing for the GCSEs from Class 9 onwards. 
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Continued education after Class 11 
 
Parents and Guardians are expected to arrange the applications for admission to other schools 
or colleges of further education. The school however does make good use of the local Careers 
Service to provide advice to pupils and parents in making choices for further education or 
work. 
 
 

Evaluation and testing 
 
Reports 
 
Regular and candid communication between parents and teachers is vital. Written narrative 
reports are prepared at the end of the school year by each member of staff who has taught 
the child during the year. We also aim to send out half-year reports around Christmas for 
children involved in GCSE exam courses. 
 

 Reports for Lower School, issued annually, are written mainly for parents. Read 
sections but not the whole, to your child.  

 Upper School reports, which are issued bi-annually, should be read by both 
parents and pupils. 

 
These end-of-year reports are comprehensive, but cannot take the place of more 
detailed discussions between parents and teachers. An annual report is also too 
infrequent if there is a particular concern in some area of the child's progress. 
 
Meetings can be initiated by either the teacher or the parents. It is recommended that you meet 
personally with your child’s teacher at least twice a year, one time being at the Parent 
Consultations, usually held in the summer term. 
 
Home visits may also be arranged by either party. This is because experiencing the child in the 
home setting can be mutually beneficial for both the child and teacher and helps to foster the 
relationship between home and school. 
 
 
Testing and examinations 
 
A pupil's progress is assessed through the consideration of their whole development, which 
includes social and artistic capabilities in addition to academic performance. 
 
Teachers keep their own records of work in progress and may run internal tests further up 
the school. 
 
 
Pupil Support and Pastoral Care  
Lessons on a one to one basis. 
 
Any one-to-one tuition is conducted in a way which complies with the Child Protection policy 
and guidelines. This policy applies to Special Educational Needs tuition and peripatetic 
lessons given by an outside tutor, (normally a Music tutor) who visits the school for the 
purpose of delivering private lessons. 
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Supporting the curriculum 
 
In order to fully benefit from the Steiner curriculum, it is desirable that pupils and parents 
show co-operation with the school’s ideals. Whilst we value technological advances, we 
recommend that children below puberty have limited access to screen time, which includes 
television and computer gaming. This recommendation arises out of teacher observation of the 
effects on pupils ability to focus on school activities and an abundance of research which at 
very least requires us to use caution and discretion in the use of technology with our young 
people. 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is not usually given below Class 4. Thereafter it greatly helps the teacher if parents 
can ensure the child has a regular homework time and if they take an interest in the child's 
work. 
 
Failure to produce homework will entail cautionary marks for pupils 
 
Computers 
 
Computers are generally not part of teaching aids and approaches used in the Lower School, 
unless a word processing facility is needed in the case of a child with a specific learning 
difficulty. 
 
However, when our pupils enter Upper School they are introduced to basic computing 
techniques and will use computers for many elements of their GCSE work. 
 
Games/Physical Education 
 
Games are an important part of the child’s development. Appropriate clothing must be worn 
for games lessons. Pupils are required to wear clothing that will give full range of movement 
and suitable footwear. Please note that boots, sandals, skater shoes etc. are not designed for 
vigorous activities and are likely to cause foot and ankle injuries. 
 
Pupils who do not bring the correct attire must use the school’s stock or will not be able to 
participate, at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Repeated failure to bring the correct equipment will lead to consequences in line with our 
Positive Conduct Policy. 
 
Games are school-based up to Class 4. Thereafter, some classes may be conducted off school 
grounds. Parents/Guardians will be informed of this in writing and will be asked to sign the 
necessary consent forms. 
 
School exchange 
 
Over the years, the school has developed a special relationship with a Steiner Waldorf 
school in Bochum, Germany. As a result, many pupils go on exchange programmes during 
Class 9. This is done with pupils from Bochum’s Class 10. As this is done with another 
Steiner school, there is very little disruption to the curriculum. 
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The Bochum school is nearly seven times the size of ours, and pupils experience subjects and 
opportunities which are unavailable here. It is both a wonderful educational and life experience 
as pupils not only become more proficient in their German but gain maturity and unique 
insights as they are immersed in an entirely different environment. The experience of hosting a 
visiting student from another culture is of great benefit to our pupils in widening their 
perspective. 
 
School trips abroad 
 
Class trips outside Northern Ireland can take place from Class 5 upwards. Pupils and 
parents/guardians, with the assistance of the teacher and the school, often fundraise in a 
variety of ways to enable these trips to happen. 
 
Pupils’ day-to-day needs 
 
We endeavour to provide an environment that protects childhood and nurtures the 
imagination. Parents have a very important role in helping teachers meet the daily needs of the 
children. 
 
School books and materials 
 
The school supplies most of the stationery used by the children. Parents should supply pencils, 
pens and equipment for drawing and geometry on the advice of the class teacher. Please 
ensure that pens and geometry equipment are of a good standard as they affect the quality of 
the work. Children should not use felt-tip pens. All main lesson writing should be carried out 
with coloured pencils and from Class 4 upwards, with an ink (fountain) pen, not Biro. 
 
Dress requirements 
 
While the school does not have a uniform policy, it is critical that through their dress pupils 
demonstrate a degree of sensitivity and respect for themselves and the school. 
We must also be mindful of the fact that in our school we have very young children alongside 
adolescents, whose out of hours dress preferences may not accord well with the needs of the 
younger children. 
 
To this end, a dress code is in place and parents will be informed if the sponsor or class 
teacher has concerns regarding this matter. 
 
Clothes and footwear should be clean and in good repair and should be suitable for school 
work. This includes crafts and physical activities that involve vigorous movement of arms and 
legs, e.g. eurhythmy exercises. 
 
The following applies mainly to pupils in the Upper School, since the issues do not often arise 
in the Lower and Middle School. 
 
 
However the school reserves the right to apply the following to all pupils: 
 

 Midriffs and necklines should be covered. 
 

 Very short skirts are not suitable attire nor are T-shirts or sweatshirts with obscene 
or offensive slogans or images. 
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 All tattoos and piercing and other alterations to the individual’s physicality should 
be covered or removed during school. 

 
 All cosmetics should be subtle. 

 
 All jewellery should be modest and not impinge or risk the individual 

 
All infringements of this dress code will be treated as a breach of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Warm clothes are essential not only during winter but all year round as children do spend 
some of their break and lunch time outside, unless it is raining heavily. It is particularly 
important for very young children to have both indoor and outdoor footwear. Waterproof 
clothing is also necessary in our changeable climate. Please ensure that any clothing left 
in school is well marked with the name of the owner. 
 
In order to provide clarity over issues of dress code, the school will issue a letter to the 
parent/guardian of any child in breach of the dress code with a clear indication as to what 
item/ appearance breaches the code. 
 
We would request that your child not wear that particular item again or anything of a similar 
nature. A further breach of dress code will trigger a second letter, again detailing which item is 
in breach of the code and stating that a third breach will result in the child being sent home to 
change. 
 
In the event of this not being possible the family will be asked to attend a meeting with 
members of the School Management Team and the Pastoral Care Team. 
 
If you are in any doubt as to whether your child’s outfit breaches the code, suggest they 
change it. 
 
We have clear reasons why certain items or styles of dress are not appropriate for school 
and we would ask that you respect these. If the school had a uniform then the issue of 
compliance would be mandatory. 
 
We support our students expressing their individuality in the clothes they choose to wear 
for school, within the guidelines of the dress code.  
The handbook 16-17 Dress Code has been debated and approved by the current Class 11. 
 
Please support us in ensuring that your children are appropriately and adequately 
clothed for the school day. 
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Breaks and Lunches 
 
Parents and guardians need to provide nutritious packed lunches. Fizzy drinks, chocolate 
bars, sweets and other unhealthy foodstuffs are not to be included in lunches. In our 
experience food that contains artificial sweeteners, colourings, flavourings and high levels of 
sugar can be damaging to some children's concentration and behaviour. This undermines 
their ability to learn. Our wish for the children is that they eat healthy nourishing food. 
 
We have a clear policy on the food that children bring to school: SIMPLE AND GOOD. 
 
More research is coming to light on the negative effects on health and behaviour of 
sweets, soft drinks, food additives and flavourings (often labelled as 'natural' flavourings). 
 
Teachers may ask a child to take home unsuitable items rather than eat them in the 
classroom. 
 
Please do not put your child or our teachers in the position of having to apply 
this consequence. 
 
For Health & Safety reasons, we expect all eating to take place in the classroom and not in the 
corridors, communal areas or playground. This is especially important to ensure the wellbeing 
of children with food allergies. 
 
Only the oldest children are allowed out of the school grounds at lunchtime. 
 
Please also ensure that children have an adequate nutritious breakfast before coming to school. 
 
We continue to have children who suffer from severe allergies to nuts. Holywood Steiner 
School has an Open Policy on Nut Free Foods, where it asks for the cooperation and 
understanding of all parents and pupils to support that other individuals may have adverse 
reactions to environments containing nut derivatives. 
 
Please do not include any nuts or nut products in your child’s packed lunch. 
 
 
School outings 
 
These occur quite frequently and are often only possible with the assistance of parents for 
both transport and supervision. We also welcome suggestions for local trips which are relevant 
to the children's studies. 
 
In accordance with Child Protection guidelines all assistants on school trips must have obtained 
Access NI clearance before participation is permitted. To facilitate outings and other assistance 
given by parents, we ask all parents interested or likely to participate in this way to ensure that 
they have an Access NI Disclosure Certificate in the name of Holywood Steiner School. The 
office will facilitate this application for you. 
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Practical details 
 
School start and finish times 
 

→ Preschool: 8.40 am – 12.30 pm 
 

→ Kindergarten: 8:40 am for 8:45 am start-12.30 pm 
 

→ Registration for all other classes is at 8:40 am 
 
Lower School ends at: 
 

→ Class 1: 
 

12.30 pm every day initially, one day at 3 pm after Easter 
 

→ Class 2: 
 

3 pm on two days initially, 3 pm on three days from January, and 3 pm on four days 
from Easter. 

 
All other days end at 12.30pm 

 
→ Class 3 & 4: 

 
3 pm Monday to Thursday, 

12.30pm Friday 
 

→ Classes 5 to 8: 3 

pm every day 

Upper School ends at: 
 

→ Classes 9 – 11: 
 

3.30 pm Monday, Tuesday & Friday, 
 

4pm Wednesday, 
 

3pm Thursday. 
 

 

Dropping off and collecting children 
 
Please ensure that an adult hands over young children to the teacher. Please inform the school 
if there is going to be a delay in the collection or if an unfamiliar person is to pick the child up 
after school. 
 

→ Parents should collect children from inside the school grounds as it is not safe for them 
to congregate at the side of the car park or the narrow footpath on Croft Road. 

 
→ Please do not wait or park on the yellow zigzag road markings at both entrances of the 

school.These must be kept clear at all times for the safety of the children. 
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→ Please do not park in the staff car park. 

 
→ Pupils should not sit on the walls of our neighbour’s homes and are expected to behave 

respectfully to our local community in order to foster a good relationship. 
 

→ Children must arrive at school at 8.35 am and be picked up according to their finishing 
times (see above). Any child having to wait outside these times must be closely 
supervised by their parents. 

 
It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure that their children are not on school grounds outside 
of school hours. 
 
 
Pupil Medical Care 
 
In instances of minor injuries or accidents a child will go to the office and either the school 
secretary or any other member of staff with an up-to-date first aid qualification will give 
assistance from the first aid kit. If there is a more serious injury, the parents will be contacted 
and asked to collect the child as soon as possible. 
 
If immediate medical attention is needed, an available member of staff will take the child to the 
local surgery in Holywood or to Dundonald Hospital/ Bangor Hospital or an ambulance will be 
called as appropriate. Meanwhile the office will contact the parents to inform of the injury and 
to say what action has been taken. 
 
It is each parent’s responsibility to provide an up-to-date contact telephone number at which 
they can be contacted during school hours. 
 
 
If a child is too ill to remain in class, parents will be contacted to collect their child. Please 
ensure you provide enough up to date contact information for the office to able to get in 
touch with someone should your child need assistance. 
 
The school receives occasional visits the school nursing service for purposes such as 
inoculation, or screening. 
 
Administering Medication 
 
The parents of pupils who need to carry emergency medication e.g. inhalers must complete a 
request form to enable their children to do so. An Individual Health Plan may also be required 
for some conditions. The school needs to be aware of all medication, (prescription and non-
prescription), on school grounds. Therefore it is essential that parents complete the necessary 
form to enable their child to have medication during the school day, whether this is short 
term or long term. All non-emergency medication must be delivered to the office in its 
original packaging, with instruction leaflet and clearly labelled with the pupil’s name. A 
record will be kept of any medication given to a pupil. 
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Illnesses and absences 
 
If your child/children will be absent or late for school, you must inform the school office before 
8.40 am on each day of the absence.This is extremely important if we are to fulfil our obligation 
to keep children safe. 
 
Children returning to school after illness must bring a note from their parents. If a child is 
expected to be absent for more than a week, teachers will be happy to provide homework. If 
there is an important reason for the child to be absent, other than through illness, parents 
should write to the School Management Team and the child’s teacher as early as possible to ask 
for permission. 
 
Absentee notes must be written by parents or guardians and given to the teacher on the day of 
child's return to school. 
 
Holidays should not be taken during term time and your child should not miss the 
beginning or end of school terms or half terms for holidays. The school will not be 
responsible for omissions in your child’s learning due to such absences. 
 
Parents should inform the class teacher or sponsor of any changes in the home life of a child 
which could affect the child's behaviour such as parents' absences, serious illness in the 
family, the need for medication, etc. 
 

 

Governance, administration and management:  
See the website for the Holywood Steiner School, Statement of Structure. 
 
Further school policies are available on request. The school’s Child Protection policy is 

emailed to all families at the start of each year but is also published on the website. It is 

important to be aware of the content of this policy. 

 

The Holywood Steiner School Concerns and Complaints Policy may be accessed on the 

website or can be seen in the school office.  

 

It is important that you use this procedure if you have a concern.  

The first stage is informal i.e. a conversation about the issue.  

 

Forms need only be filled out if the concern becomes a formal complaint.  


