
1



2

The Holywood Steiner School
Welcome to the Holywood Steiner School, providing Steiner Waldorf education to the 
children of Northern Ireland since 1975.

The Holywood Steiner School is situated on a beautiful wooded site outside Holywood 
town. 

We are co-educational and independent and  welcome students from all cultures and 
backgrounds, catering for children from 3 to 17 years old.  
Our school is the only one of its kind in Northern Ireland. 

It is also the only Steiner Waldorf School in Ireland which takes pupils from Preschool 
right through to GCSE, meaning there is no change of school or relocation necessary 

until your child is at an age where such transitions can be managed with ease.
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The Steiner Waldorf Curriculum

A curriculum that deepens understanding, year on year…

The tenor of each year’s curriculum is guided by the developmental needs 

of the children at that age. 

As children move to the next class, they encounter the same subjects and 

themes – or rather the development of each subject - which forms an 

ascending spiral of learning.  

Each time the child returns to a subject, there is the opportunity to 

broaden and deepen experience, as well as build on memories that both 

child and teacher have shared.

The curriculum respects the essential nature of childhood, develops 

faculties and encourages a healthy attitude to learning throughout life.



Perspectives from past pupils

Thank you for the ability to think 
outside the box, just that little bit 
differently to others. Thank you 
for helping me to develop the 
confidence and communication 
skills to aid my chosen career. 
Finally, thank you for teaching 
me about the important things in 
life- what really matters!

Michael Boyd, B. Eng. Hons. 
MIET, Senior Technical Project 
Engineer

I found my school days at 
Holywood Steiner School to be 
enjoyable. It was an 
unpressurised environment in 
which to learn.
Paul Baker, BSc Hons. 
Physiotherapy.
Co- director at goPhysio Ltd

The school helped me develop an all round personality and 
gave me a holistic perspective. I left with 1 A*, 3 As, 6 Bs and 3 
Cs. I went to Sullivan for A level, travelled to Brazil for a gap 
year and did my degree in Physical Education. I’ve just 
completed a Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Education and hope 
to take up a post as soon as I can.
Brechtje Halbertsma. BSc. Hons. Dip. Steiner Waldorf 
Education

After HSS I went to The United World College of the Atlantic. 
I competed against applicants from all over Northern Ireland 
and won a full scholarship to study for the International 
Baccalaureate.

I now work in the London office of an international law firm 
as a lawyer, where I specialise in commercial dispute 
resolution.
I loved my twelve years at HSS and still feel very close to the 
school; to the teachers, the grounds and my fellow students, 
many of whom are still my closest friends. 

My attitude and approach to life has been very much shaped 
by my education at HSS. 

These are things which have assisted me immensely in life 
and in my job as a lawyer, where you have to question 
everything and assume nothing!

Joe Mc Cormick, LLB
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What do parents 
say?

My children have attended the 
school since Kindergarten. I find 
that they are confident, outgoing, 
thoughtful and eager to learn. 
Their social skills are complimented 
by their academic abilities, and they 
are able to adapt and learn quickly 
in any situation. 
Despite there being few tests - or 
because of it - they exhibit a joy in 
discovering the world around them 
and are high achieving individuals 
in their own right, who always draw 
positive comments from those 
around them.
Stephanie Sim. 

We chose to send our children to the 
Steiner School because we wanted 

them to learn in an environment that 
encouraged them as individuals with 

their own set of talents, interests and 
learning curves. While this was our 

foremost consideration, we really like 
the lateral approach to learning that is 

evident (weaving as a basis for 
numeracy, for example) and have also 

been impressed by the breadth of 
topics they cover, and the depth and 

enthusiasm with which they 
investigate them. 

Deirdre Morrison
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At the Holywood Steiner School, we seek to develop the child’s physical, 
emotional and spiritual nature, and we value teaching methods that serve  
the child’s practical, artistic, social and intellectual needs equally. This 
education begins in Early Years.
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Each morning there is 
a two-hour long Main 
Lesson, which gives 
children time to 
immerse themselves 
fully in a subject and 
to explore it from 
many angles within 
that time –
intellectual, artistic 
and practical.  
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One subject  is studied for three to four weeks 

and  a new subject is taken up. Each subject  is 

revisited later in the year, allowing time for the  

unconscious activity within the learning 

process – the settling and profound processing 

of information. 
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In Early Years-I do
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Preschool
Age 2 years and ten months until statutory 

school age.
Monday to Friday   8.40 am to 12.30 noon.

Preschool is offered to children who are ready 
to separate from their parents but not ready 

for Kindergarten.  
The children’s capacity for wonder and 

reverence is fostered, nurturing all the child’s 
senses.  Both stillness and peace and an 

awareness of the natural world are an essential 
apart of wonder.

Great emphasis is placed on the quality of the 
Early Years surroundings- the warmth of the 
environment, and the nature of the activities 

the children engage in, strengthens the 
children.

The morning activities include water colour 
painting, drawing, baking and creative play, 

both indoors and outside.  Before the morning 
snack the children come together for ring-

time.
Rest time follows and the morning ends with 

story-time.
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Kindergarten 
Age 4 - 6 
Monday to Friday   8.40 am to 12.30 
noon.

We ask what each child needs, not 
what we need of each child.  Such a 
simple difference….. 
With a lifelong effect!

At The Holywood Steiner 
Kindergarten, we take an unhurried 
approach to childhood. 

Our approach is to be responsive to 
how children are.

During the first six years, children 
learn a great deal through imitation.  

In the home-like environment of the 
Kindergarten, simple domestic 
activities such as baking, cooking, 
cleaning, gardening and sewing 
encourage free imitation and develop a 
wide range of skills and capacities.



setting kdg
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We make time each day for imaginative play.  The well-

developed imagination is an indispensable companion to the 

mature intellect and it is here, in early childhood, that it 

makes its first lively appearance.  

Children love to play, and self-initiated play is a great natural 

teacher.  Through play, children also develop interactive skills 

such as co-operation, empathy, intuition and the ability to see 

things from the perspective of the other..



The emphasis in the Kindergarten is in forming a small 
community which helps to create the foundations for 
social and emotional competence, giving every child a 
sense of themselves  and of belonging.
Seasonal stories, verses and artistic activities 
accompany the children throughout the year and 
festivals are celebrated together. 

We practice the traditional
telling well-loved fairy tales which 
deal imaginatively with the joys 
and sufferings of human life.  
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In Lower School-I feel
Classes 1 – 7



The Steiner Waldorf 
curriculum responds to 
the developing child by 
leading the pupils in the 
Lower School towards 
learning to work together 
as a class, to help one 
another, and cultivate 
social understanding. 
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Core curriculum 

subjects are taught -

such as reading, 

writing, 

mathematics, 

history, geography 

and the sciences –

as well as topics 

such as house 

building, farming, 

geometry, 

mythology, botany 

and astronomy.



Music is an important element of the Waldorf 
curriculum. According to Rudolf Steiner, the human 
being is a musical one, and the making of music is 
essential in experiencing what it is to be fully human. 
Music in the Waldorf curriculum awakens and nurtures 
the deep inner life of the child. 17



Manual dexterity is encouraged and 

developed through work with textiles, 

wood, clay and other materials, and the 

children participate in drama and 

movement classes; creating a balance 

between academic, artistic and 

practical activities.
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FAIR PLAY

To begin with children play 

traditional and cooperative 

games. A highlight of the Lower 

School games curriculum is the 

Greek Olympics which the 

children train for during their 

eleventh year.

In addition, we offer pupils 

activities, which include 

gymnastics, dance, volleyball, 

basketball, hockey, and some 

organised competitive sports with 

other schools.  

We are attentive to the 

development of balance and 

control, co-operation and 

sportsmanship.
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In Upper School-I think

Classes 8-11
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Upper School
Upper School Transition Class 8   Age 14-15
Upper School Classes 9– 11           Age 15 – 17

During adolescence, young people awaken to 
a sense of their own individuality, in what can 
be a painful process.  At the same time the 
teaching approach ad the curriculum seek to 
strengthen the thinking and the individual’s 
ability to manage the changes experienced at 
this time

Upper School teachers understand these 

experiences and can help guide and support 

students through them, towards balance and 

maturity. 

Independent working and skills are strongly 

encouraged, giving the young person a true 

inner confidence.
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A Balanced Education
We work hard to offer pupils a harmonious 

and flexible curriculum.  This means 
balancing science and humanities subjects, 

practical activities, cultural pursuits, and 
exam preparation. 

Students benefit from an exchange 
programme in Class 9 when they visit a 

family abroad and attend school for 
between three and six weeks . 
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Moving on…
Naturally, prospective parents want to know that the outcomes 

of a different educational approach will afford their child the 

same opportunities for continuing into further education or 

work as are available in mainstream education.

Most young people who leave the Holywood Steiner School at 

the age of 17, enter further education. 

GCSE results have been consistent with the Northern Ireland 

average since this examination was first implemented.

Local grammar schools welcome Steiner-Waldorf educated 

pupils and recognize and appreciate the independent approach 

our pupils have to the world and their work. 

We arrange visits from the careers advisors at the local 

employment agency.  Teachers and sponsors are available to 

provide ongoing support in making choices.
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Stage One: Attend a walkthrough. Please contact the school office to arrange. 

Children should not attend this stage as the tour goes in and out of many 

classrooms.

Stage Two: Parents/Guardians meet with the Admissions Officer to discuss 

the application.

Stage Three: The prospective pupil(s) meet with the relevant teachers, one of 

whom will be the teacher who will have primary responsibility for your child.

Stage Four: The Admissions Team will decide if the school can offer a place(s) 

based on the recommendation of the teachers. 

Stage Five: If an offer is made, it remains conditional on satisfactory 

completion of a Financial Interview with the School Bursar.

New pupils may begin school at the end of this process.

For further details, please consult the Admissions Policy, available on the school 

website.

Admissions Procedure
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Holywood Steiner School
34 Croft Road

Holywood
BT18 0PR

Tel & Fax: 028 90428029
info@holywood-steiner.co.uk

www.steinerwaldorf.org
www.iskaireland.org

www.holywood-steiner.co.uk

Patrons: The Earl Castle Stewart
Lady Bloomfield 
Lady Hermon 
Dr Janet Harbison 
Ross Reid
Charities Division Bootle, Ref. XN48669A
Company Limited by Guarantee
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